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CATHY CHURCH KEYNOTE SPEAKER AT SCUBAFEST 2006

For immediate release—The committee of ScubaFest 2006 is pleased to announce that Cathy Church, world-renowned underwater photographer, will be the keynote speaker at the banquet on Saturday night, March 11. ScubaFest 2006 is scheduled for March 10-12, 2006 at the Clarion Hotel, 600 Metro Place North, Dublin, OH and is sponsored by the Ohio Council of Skin and Scuba Divers (OCSSDI). 


Cathy Church’s inspirational talk, "Why I Love To Dive," will motivate everyone to enjoy the wonders of being underwater and will emphasize the gentle side of diving, as well as the thrill of exploration and seeing new things. Church, who began her career in 1967 and has a Masters degree in marine biology, received the NOGI award for the arts (the ‘Oscar’ of diving presented by the Underwater Society of America) in 1987 and the Diver Equipment Manufacturers Association’s “Reaching Out Award” in 2000. That same year she was inducted into the Woman Divers Hall of Fame. For further information on Cathy Church see www.cathychurch.com.


In addition to her presentation, Church will also be conducting several photography workshops (Beginning Underwater Photography, Getting the Most Out of Your Strobe) on Friday and signing copies of her books throughout the weekend. Other workshops planned for the weekend include three PSI visual inspection courses, an introduction to underwater marine archeology survey methods, and three Diver Alert Network (DAN) courses: DAN Oxygen Provider, Student Level, DAN First Aid for Hazardous Marine Life Injuries Instructor Level, and On-Site Neurological Assessment for Divers, Instructor Level.

New events planned for ScubaFest 2006 include a casino party on Friday night, live music on Saturday night provided by classic rock band Woo Daddy, and free equipment demonstrations in the pool. In addition to free exhibits of dive equipment and travel and free Discover Scuba, attendees will have the opportunity to win a dive trip on the liveaboard Utila Aggressor and other exciting door prizes. 

For further details on ScubaFest 2006 or the Ohio Council see www.scubafest.org or see www.ocssdi.org. Media contact: Laurel Sheppard, 614-527-1398, lashpubs@infinet.com.
